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Changes Adopted to Air Quality Dust Rules Affecting
Construction and Demolition Activities

by Alene M. Taber

The South Coast Air Quality Management District
(“AQMD”) has adopted changes fo its rules
regulating dust at construction and demolition
activities, AQMD Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust. The
AQMD regulates all of Orange County, and
substantial portions of Los Angeles, Riverside, and
San Bernardino Counties. Some of the key changes
made by the AQMD include the following:

u Preventing dust caused by vehicles traveling
on unpaved roads from exceeding 20 percent opacity
(measurement of visibility).

B |mplementation of best available control
measures (“BACM”) to control dust (e.g., watering
and soil stabilization requirements).

| Prohibition on visible roadway track-out
extending more than 25 cumulative feet from the
work site. All roadway track-out is required to be
removed at the conclusion of each work day.

B Beginning January 1, 2005, installation of a
track-out prevention device listed in Rule 403 at
work sites greater than 5 acres of disturbed surface
area or with more than 100 cubic yards of daily bulk
material import or export.

| Lowering of the definition of a “Large
Operation” from a work site with greater than 100
acres of disturbed surface area or 10,000 cubic
yards of daily earth movement to greater than 50
acres of disturbed surface area or 5,000 cubic
yards or more of daily earth movement at least three
times during the last 365 days.

u Requirements for Large Operators to:

v' Submit a notification to the AQMD
within 7 days of qualifying as a Large
Operation;

v Implement specific measures from
AQMD’s Rule 403 Implementation
Handbook;

v" Maintain daily records to document
specific dust control actions taken
(must be kept for at least 3 years);

v Install and maintain project contact
signage (beginning January 1, 2005);

v Identify a dust control supervisor that
has attended AQMD-sponsored dust
control class (beginning January 1,

2005); and,

v Notify the AQMD within 30 days of
no longer qualifying as a large
operation.

The AQMD is sponsoring classes regarding com-
pliance with the new rules. Information regarding
these classes can be obtained from Sharon Fujimoto
at 909.396.2183 or sfujimoto@agmd.gov.

Please contact Alene Taber at 949.851.7492 or
ataber@ijdplaw.com if you would like additional in-
formation concerning the AQMD's changes to these
rules. W
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